How radon
enters a house

General Radon Information

Radon is an odorless, colorless, radioactive gas that is caused by the natural breakdown
(radioactive decay) of materials that contain uranium. Radon can be found in high
concentrations in soils and rocks containing uranium, granite, shale, phosphate and
pitchblende. You can also find it in soils contaminated with certain types of industrial waste,
such as the byproducts from uranium or phosphate mining. Outdoors, radon is diluted to
such low levels that there is usually nothing to worry about. Once inside an enclosed space
such as a home, however, radon can accumulate, depending upon the building's
construction and the concentration of radon in underlying soil.

There is no scientific doubt that Radon gas is a known human lung carcinogen. Prolonged
exposure to high levels of Radon gas can cause lung cancer. Millions of homes and
buildings contain high levels of radon gas. EPA's efforts are directed at locating the homes
with high levels and encouraging remediation of them.]

As a means of prevention, EPA and the Office of the Surgeon General recommend that all
homes below the third floor be tested for Radon. Because Radon is invisible and odorless, a
simple test is the only way to determine if a home has high radon levels. EPA recommends
mitigating homes with high Radon levels and there are straight-forward reduction
techniques that will work in virtually any home.

With federal funds, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) has been able to develop and implement
an extensive indoor radon program serving the residents of Ohio, utilizing resources at both the
state and local government level. You may contact the Ohio Department of Health Radon Program
at 1-800-523-4439 for more information on where to obtain low-cost radon test kits, the types of
test kits available, how to test your home properly and how to use the results.



